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ABSTRACT

Kim, Byoungil
2023 “A Study on Chinese Mission History from the Perspective of
Resistance: Focusing on Nestorianism, Catholicism, and Protestantism”
Presbyterian Theological Seminary in America. Doctor of Philosophy in
Contextual Studies.

This thesis is a study on a new missionary strategy based on an understanding of
the event of resistance to the act of spreading the gospel that occurred in the history of
Christian missionary work in China.

Christianity's mission to China has been handled by Nestorianism, Catholicism,
and Protestantism for more than 1,400 years, from the Chinese mission to the Tang(J)
Dynasty in 635 to the Yuan(JC), Ming("]), and Qing({#’) Dynasties, Republic of China to
the early 20th century and now the People's Republic of China. In addition, the forms,
causes, and results of various events of resistance that were encountered in the history of
Christian missionary work in China were identified in a large frame. Through this study
of resistance to Christian missions, I tried to present the correct direction of missions in
the Chinese society, culture, and political form that Chinese Christianity and missions are
currently facing.

In particular, there were many Chinese missionaries who were 'expelled' from
China until the Xi Jinping government came into office and the Chinese Communist
Party's first political regime for three consecutive terms. In particular, there were many
foreign missionaries who were 'expelled' from China until the Xi Jinping government
came into office and the Chinese Communist Party's first political regime for three

consecutive terms. And this difficulty in Christian mission can be seen as the surface

il



resistance of the current Chinese government's 'Christianization policy'. I look at the
deep-rooted history of Chinese social, cultural and political ideological resistance to
Western culture and religion behind these Chinese government policies is examined. And
through the experience of resistance in the history of Chinese missions in the past, I
would like to present the attitude of faith that Chinese Christians can effectively apply
and the practical missionary strategies that Chinese churches can do.

I hope that this dissertation will be of help to the exiled missionaries who are
crying and wishing for Chinese missionary work again and to the Chinese church that is

still suffering.
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