
Background and aims

The aim of t his l i t erat ure st udy was t o describe t he pros and

cons of parent al part icipat ion in t he daily ward rounds on t he

pediat ric int ensive care unit (PICU) f rom t he perspect ive of

t he pat ient , t he parent s and t he healt hcare professionals.

Met hods

We searched PubMed and CINAHL for relevant st udies

published between January 2006 and December 2016. Search

t erms were: PICU, pediat ric int ensive care unit , rounds,

family cent ered rounds, shared decision making, parent al

presence, parent part icipat ion. Al l ident if ied records were

independent ly reviewed for relevance by t wo invest igat ors.

Result s: We found 46 art icles. Af t er screening of t i t les and

abst ract s, 12 art icles were select ed for a crit ical review.

Subj ect s st udied were: part icipat ion in family cent ered rounds

at t he PICU (FCR), percept ion of t he pat ient , t he parent s and

t he healt h care professionals.

The st udies showed t hat :

• The healt hcare professionals see benef it s of FCR, providing

it is careful ly organized and prepared

• The healt hcare professionals have incorrect assumpt ions

regarding parent al experience of FCR

• Prior t o parent al part icipat ion, provision of oral and writ t en

informat ion is useful t o aid underst anding (and

ef fect iveness)

• Parent s should be act ively invit ed t o t ake part , but t heir

presence must not be an obl igat ion

• Parent s feel more involved in t he t reat ment of t heir child

• An appropriat e st ruct ure of t he rounds is crucial

• Due t o a dif ference in t he behavior of t he healt hcare

professionals t hat FCR creat es, it general ly result s in a

longer durat ion of rounds, and also af fect s t he qual it y of

educat ion opport unit ies at t he bedside

Conclusions: FCR can cont ribut e t o bet t er underst anding and respect  bet ween parent s and healt hcare 

professionals and leads t o increased parent  sat isfact ion.  Parent s feel more involved in decision-making and t here is 

bet t er communicat ion bet ween parent s and healt hcare professionals.  Healt hcare professionals percept ion’s of  

parent al experience of  FCR is based on incorrect  assumpt ions.
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