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YOUTH, on reaching his fifteenth year, passes

out of boyhood into what has been not unfitly

called the ‘tedious time of adolescence.” In his
thoughtful moments he feels, *as never betore, that
the long period of his dependence on his father or
guardian is not to last forever. In the near future he
sees himself in the busy world contending amidst self-
seeking multitudes for a maintenance, a position, a repu-
tation, a successful career. Usually he is self-confident,
and therefore hopeful. For him to win some great prize
in life seems easy, because he is apt to overrate his own
capabilities, and to underrate the obstacles which lie,
‘“thick as Autumnal leaves in Vallambrosa,” in the path
of every prize winner. If he be ambitious, he may
dream of accomplished greatness, and exclaim with the
sickly young midshipman, who afterwards became En-
gland’s most famous admiral, ‘I will be a great man.”

With the young man who cherishes such glowing
anticipations the writer, who has almost finished his part

in the great drama of mortal life, feels a genuine sym-
o
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6 INTRODUCTORY WORDS.

pathy. He would not throw the least shadow between
him and the star which his hope has created. He would
rather stimulate his ambition and bid him enter bravely,
cheerfully, and confidently into the period of his ado-
lescence, cherishing bright expectations of a noble man-
hood beyond it. And because of this sympathy, because
he wishes that his life may be crowned with imperish-
able laurels, he has prepared these sketches of ‘“men
of renown.” |

In his simple, but beautiful, ¢“ Psalm of Life,” Long-
fellow says:

““ Lives of great men all remind us
We can make our lives sublime.”

This is true. Lives of great men are either beacons
to warn the young of danger, or lights to direct them
into havens of satisfying repose. They may, however,
if not read aright, be like the false lights of wreckers
which lure unwary mariners to destruction. If they
lead aspiring young men to pursue renown, not as a
resultant of merit, but as an end to be sought, irre-
spective of moral and religious character, they are false
lichts. Renown gained by ignoble means is worthless
as a bubble on the wave. Hence, the aim of a wisely am-
bitious youth will be, not merely to win distinction, but
to deserve it. And it may be accepted as a fact, that he
whose merits deserve renown, usually wins it. If not,

then unrecognized merit is a more precious jewel than
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renown without a character that men can respect and
heaven love.

The thoughtful reader of these sketches will scarcely
fail to discover in them the secret of success in life.
The men herein sketched lived centuries apart, in two
hemispheres, under very varied circumstances, and they
won their honors in very diverse spheres of action. But
they all succeeded through doing their wvery best, putting
forth their might under the opportunities gwen them n the
order of Dwwne Providence. Those opportunities were
very unlike. Lincoln and the Lawrence brothers had
very few educational advantages. Adams gained his
education under influences which tended to divert him
from study, as also did Fox. Hawthorne, Smith, Crom-

well, Cranmer, Erasmus, and Chaucer were more highly
favored. But they all made more or less diligent use,
first of their opportunities to acquire knowledge, and
then of such openings as they found for the exercise of
their respective natural gifts. Whatsoever their hands
found to do, they did with their might.

In this common feature of their early career the
young man may see the key which must open the door
to such distinction as he is qualified to win. Providence
is sure to give him opportunities. It is for him to find
and improve them. They may not look like doors to
success. Lincoln’s opportunity to borrow a few books
from the farmers of his neigborhood did not look at all
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like an opening to a path leading to the presidential
chair; yet it was actually so. Had he foreseen his des-
tiny, he might have said of it as Shakespeare’s Prospero

did of his star:

“] find my zenith doth depend upon
A most conspicuous star, whose influence,
If now I count not, but omit, my fortunes
Will ever after droop.”

For had he neglected to search for that reading, and
to make it the pabulum of his thoughts, he never could
have become a distinguished man. Let the youth stick
a pin in this fact, and remember that his present oppor-
tunity to study or to work'is his gateway to such heights
as he is intellectually and morally qualified to elimb.
Shakespeare, using a different figure, says:

““There is a tide in the affairs of men
Which, taken at the flood, leads on to fortune;
Omitted, all the voyage of their life
Is bound in shallows and in miseries.”

In the reader’s affairs the tide that may lead him to
success 1s flowing past his door. It is in his opportu-
nity for self-improvement, whether it be an opening for
private study, for an academic and collegiate education,
or for learning some branch of business. Whatever it be,
if’ entered into with his might and followed with sound -
judgment, it will lead him to all the distinction he is
qualified to attain. If neglected, it may, probably will,
leave him to struggle with the miseries which await
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those whose indolence makes them, not working bees,
but drones in the great human hive.

Let the young man further note, that renown 1s not
always allied to piety. A bad man may win a great
name among men. Fox won a high reputation for
oratory, but he was not even morally pure. Lincoln,
Adams, Hawthorne, Smith, and Chaucer, though not
without religious convictions and habits, were not spir-
itually minded men. Cromwell, though decidedly de-
vout, cultivated a piety more Jewish than Christian in
its spirit. Krasmus lacked the courage of a Paul; and
even Cranmer, thc-ugh heroically and gloriously true at the
end of his life, yet, in the beginning of his ecclesiastical
career, yielded more to the whims and wishes of bluff
King Henry than was consistent with a pure, high-
toned Christian experience. Thus all these distinguished
men sink somewhat in one’s estimation when impartially
weighed in the ‘“balances of the sanctuary.” Had they
all been as thoroughly Christian as St. Paul or St.
John, their renown would have been more glorious than
it is. Remember, therefore, O young man, in seeking
honor from men, that merit is more precious than
renown, and that ¢ the Christian is the highest style
of man.”

EnGLEWOOD, NEW JERSEY.
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN,

The Preserver of hix Tountra,

“¢ Perish disceretion when it interferes
With duty! Perish the false policy
Of human wit, which would eommute our safety
With God’s eternal honor! Shall his law
Be set at naught that I may live at ease 2"

—Hannan Mogre.

N American history two names will always shine

as stars of the first magnitude, and of a bright-

ness more attractive than dazzling. These, one
scarcely needs to say, are George Washington
and Abraham Lincoln. The one by his military
achievements and statesmanship made our national
existence possible; the other, by the-force of his
character and his superior political wisdom, pre-
served the unity of our national life. © These men,
though unlike in many things, resembled each other
An that they won the confidence and leadership
of the people, not so much by the superiority

and brilliancy of their genius, as by a singular com-
1



12 MEN OF RENOWN.

bination of lofty moral qualities with high intel-
lectual ability which gave them that stability and
symmetry of character that gradually disarmed their
opponents, and inspired the people with faith that
each, in his turn, was the providential man for
the hour in which he held the reins of public des-
tiny in his hands. In the present sketch we shall
see how greatly Abraham Lincoln’s character con-
tributed to his success in saving his country from
being broken in twain by the strength and fierce-
ness of the great rebellion of 1861.

Abraham Lincoln was not born in a home of
wealth, culture, and refinement, but in the humble
cabin of a rough, hardy farmer in Hardin County,
Kentucky, on the 12th of February, 1809. Yet
neither his father nor his ancestors were low-born,
but industrious, respectable farmers, hunters, and
pioneers in Virginia and Kentucky. His mother
is said to have been a beautiful woman, of much
natural refinement, a lover of such books as could
be found in a backwoods home, affectionately de-
voted to her family, and possessed of deep re-
ligious feeling. In the absence of a school she
became young Abraham’s teacher, giving him his
first lessons in reading and writing, and impressing
upon his ready mind those lessons of truth, prob-
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ity, and reverence for divine things which con-

tributed so materially to the formation of his char-
 acter. Though she died when the boy was only
about nine years old, yet he always retained a most
tender love and respect for her memory, often say-
ing with deep feeling, “ All that I am or hope to
be, I owe to my angel mother.”

In 1816 Lincoln’s father removed to Indiana,
Near Abraham’s new home a school was occa-
sionally kept, but the lad never enjoyed more than
twelve months’ instruction from its wretchedly
qualified teachers; yet he loved books, and eagerly
read the few that could be found in the settlement.
Nor was his reading superficial, but thorough. He
completely mastered what he read, and carefully
copied into a scrap-book such passages as he thought
of especial value. If he heard of a book at a dis-
tance, he often walked many miles to borrow it;
and, after the toil of the day, frequently sat up far
into the night to feed upon its contents. This love
of reading fed his mind and stimulated its growth.
Better still was his habit of thinking over the
facts and reasoning of his books. He did not treat
his mind as if it was a sieve, through which his
reading was to pass and be wasted, but as endowed

with power to reflect, to reason, to remember, to
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discriminate between truth and falsehood, and to
gain strength by exercise. Hence, whether he spent
the day in hunting game for food, in following the
plow, in sowing, reaping, hoeing, or husking, he
kept his thoughts busy on the topic of the books he
had recently read. By such thinking he made his
mind a storehouse of facts which he digested into
opinions, he acquired a habit of viewing things
through his judgment. And it was by thus mak-
ing the best use possible of his few early opportu-
nities of self-improvement that he prepared him-
self to make every new opportunity a means of
rising still higher in his path to power over men.
One result of this intellectual self-discipline was
the birth of a lofty ambition to be a doer of great
deeds, and of a determination to educate himself.
Moved by this purpose we find him studying the
elements of arithmetic and algebra, the books of
Euclid, Latin ogrammar, surveying and composition.
That he might acquire the art of speech-making he
often spent his spare hours in a neighboring store
telling stories, jesting, and talking to the loungers .
he found there. Those who listened to his humor-
ous remarks and graphic descriptions of men and
things, learned to like him for the entertainment he
afforded them, little thinking that, in amusing them,
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their boisterous approbation was not the end he
sought, but that he was simply exercising his natural
gifts with a view to the acquisition of an oratorical
and conversational power, by which he might here-
after move the minds of masses of men.

Every quick-witted boy has his day dreams of
future greatness, most of which are shortlived and
as profitless as soap bubbles. But this rough boy
of the forest and prairie, when only seventeen years
old, had an .impression which proved to be more
than an idle dream, and which moved him to say,
with all seriousness, to his throbbing heart, ¢ I shall
some day be President of the United States!” It
was a singular presentiment, the source of which
who can satisfactorily point out?

When he was twenty-one years of age he accom-
panied his father to Illinois and, after aiding him
with his great strength and skill in woodcraft and
farm work to prepare a new home, he quitted the
paternal roof and went out to seek his fortune with
no capital but perfect health, the strength of an
athlete, aptitude for work and study, absolutely
temperate habits, upright character, and high ambi-
tion to be a man of mark. His only capital, there-
fore, was himself.

His first employment was that of a boatman on
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a flat-bottomed craft, laden with provisions for the
New Orleans market. The remarkable fact of this
trip was the impression made upon his mind by the
spectacle of a beautiful mulatto girl and other slaves
sold at auction in the slave market. The shameful
spectacle stirred his tender heart to its lowest depths
and, as if inspired by a forecast of his coming des-
tiny, he said to his companion, John Hanks:

“If 1 ever get a chance to hit that institution,
I°11 hit it hard, John !”

That great chance was given him, and he gave
slavery its death-wound when, thirty-two years after,
he put his name to the Emancipation Proclamation.

Returning from New Orleans, he became first a
salesman in a country store, next a volunteer, doing
good service in the Black Hawk war; after this a
partner with a worthless fellow named Berry, in
keeping a small store at New Salem, Illinois. This
store did not succeed, and it required all his sav-
ings during the ensuing six years to pay off his
liabilities consequent on this failure. Nevertheless,
it was while in this store that his serupulous honesty
in every detail of the business won him that sobriquet
of “Honest Abe,” which, being uniformly illustrated
by all his subsequent conduct, adhered to him like
a title of honor to the close of his eventful life.
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Lincoln’s path was still obstructed with discour-
aging difficulties. He was so poor that his life, for
two or three years, was a struggle for bread. While
yet in his little store at New Salem he made up
his® mind to become a lawyer. With this view
he began the study of Blackstone’s ¢ Commenta-
ries,” which he thoroughly mastered. Mr. Stuart, a,
Springfield lawyer, loaned him other law books, to
the study of which he devoted himself with the
intense eagerness of enthusiastic determination. In
a short time he was able to draw up legal contracts
and to appear as counsel in small cases before jus-
tices of the peace. To such practice he added the
work of a surveyor, in which he soon acquired a
good reputation for accuracy. Still, for some time,
his income was very small, and béing burdened
with the debts incurred by his failure, it kept him
almost within reach of the threatening jaws of
troublesome poverty. Yet such was the confidence
of the people in his uprightness and such his per-
sonal popularity that, in 1834, he was elected a mem-
ber of the Illinois Legislature, and was regarded as
the most popular man in Sangamon County.

Opportunities are the tests of strength and char-
acter. Multitudes of young men give promise of

superiority, but are like trees which produce only
2
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fruitless blossoms, when the opportunity to achieve
something is given them. We now find young Lin-
coln on the first vantage ground afforded him by
the circumstances of his birth and early surround-
ings. It is now given him to rise into further
public notice, or to sink back into the insignificance
of an ordinary life. How will he acquit himself?

We find him ambitious, but prudent. He does
not plunge into rash debate with his fellow legis-
lators. He rather makes his seat a point of obser-
vation. He studies men and legislative methods.
He notes how measures are carried or lost. Outside
the state-house he talks with men superior to him-
self in education and culture. He reads many
books; he pursues his legal studies; he sedulously
prepares himself for the high positions to which
his secret and singular premonitions assure him he
will sooner or later be called.

In 1836, being again nominated for a seat in
the Legislature, it became necessary for him to
debate with his opponents “on the stump,” at a
county meeting held in the court-house, at Spring-
field, Illinois. Lincoln was the last of the candi-
dates to speak, His speech surprised both friends
and foes. It captured the sympathies, if not the

convictions, of the assembled crowd, and it sharp-
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ened theJasperities of a man named Forquer who,
though not a-candidate, asked permission to reply
in behalf of the Democrats. He began by turning
to Lincoln, and saying, “ This young man must be
taken down, and I am truly sorry that the task

> After this i1nsolent introduc-

devolves upon me.
tion he assailed the young orator’s speech with the
rude sarcasm of the stump, and poured such a flood
of ungenerous ridicule, first on his arguments, and
then on his uncouth person and coarse dress, that
Lincoln’s friends were not a little dismayed.

It was a trying moment for the young candidate,
but he was fully equal to the occasion. He rose,
calm in manner, but indignant at heart. His eye
flashed fire, his cheeks were pale, but his voice was
firm and his thoughts collected. He quickly pointed
out the fallacies in Mr. Forquer’s arguments, and
then, in taking up his personal remarks, said, “The
gentleman commenced his speech by saying that
this young man, meaning myself, must be taken
down. I am not so young in years as I am in the
tricks and the trades of a politician, but live long
or die young, I would rather die now than, like
this gentleman, change my politiecs, and with the
change receive an office worth three thousand dol-

lars a year, and then feel obliged to erect a lightning-
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rod over my house to protect a guilty conscience
from an offended God !”’ |
To appreciate the effect of this retort on that
excited crowd, the reader must be told that For-
quer was a recreant Whig, whose recent going over
to the Democrats had been rewarded with the oift
of a fat office, and that his house was the only one in
Springfield or vicinity protected by lightning-rods,
the use of which was, at that time, very little under-
stood by the great body of the people. Lincoln’s
shrewd, sharp wit had made such telling use of both
the rod and of Forquer’s profitable recreancy that,
Instead of being himself taken down, he had put
down his pompous adversary so effectually that,
says Mr. Arnold, Lincoln’s best biographer, ¢ For-
quer and his lightning-rod were talked over in
every settlement from the Sangamon to the Illinois
and the Wabash. Whenever he rose to speak there-
after they said, ‘There is the man who dares not
sleep in his own house without a lightning-rod to
protect him from the wrath of the Almighty !””
Lincoln’s reputation as a powerful speaker, won
on this occasion, was vastly increased by his vie-
torles in debates with other Democratic orators
during the same canvass. Nor was it at all dimin-
ished by the active part he took in the discussions
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of the ensuing Legislature. And, as early as 1838,
he was the acknowledged leader of his party in the
State ; albeit, in 1837, he had shown his ‘inde-
pendence and courage by drawing up and signing
a protest against the cruel laws concerning negroes,
which then disgraced the statute book of Illinois.
Only one other man ‘in the Legislature had the
courage to sign that famous protest which, though
not extreme, was yet far in advance of prevailing
public opinion.

Lincoln, though a member of the bar, was still
so poor that, when he removed to Springfield in
1837, he rode on a borrowed horse and carried all
his earthly goods, consisting of books and clothing,
in a pair of saddle-bags. Not having means to
furnish a room, he was glad to share the bed of his
friend, John I. Speed, whose small sleeping cham-
ber was over his store. Happily, however, he had
reached the turning-point of his fortune. John T.
Stuart, a lawyer of growing reputation and good
practice, offered him a partnership. Cases were
soon put into his hands. His marked ability at
once won the respect of the bench and the bar.
His ready wit, abounding humor, and rare power
of illustration soon made him popular with jurymen

and spectators. His deep insight into men and
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things, together with his rare capacity to make
transparent statements, made him eminently sue-
cessful, and, of course, brought him abundant busi-
ness. Yet such was the moderation of his charges
for professional services, that he never became a
man of wealth. Having won his causes he did not
cripple his clients by exorbitant demands. His
honesty was ingrained, and gave color to all his
transactions with other men,

In 1839 a young lady from Kentucky, of good
lineage, became an inmate of the family of a dis-
tinguished lawyer named Kdwards, at Springfield.
She was a brunette, twenty-one years of age, of

medium height, round and full in figure, with dark
brown hair, and grayish blue eyes. In addition
to these outward attractions she possessed mental
qualities of no common order. Her education in
a ladies’ school in Lexington, Kentucky, had so
developed her active mind that she was quick witted,
sharp at repartee, and remarkably animated in her
conversation. Moreover, she was ambitious, and,
probably with girlish playfulness, had said to a
friend, on leaving Lexington, “I mean to marry
some one who will become President of the United
States.”

Shortly after her arrival at Springfield this Lex-
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ington belle, whose name was Mary Todd, was
introduced to Abraham Lincoln. Her friends had
described him to her as a bright particular and
rising political star. After dining with him at the
same, table one day, an old gentleman said to her,
half jestingly, “ Mary, I have heard that you have
sald you want to marry a man who will be Presi-
dent. 1f so, Abe Lincoln is your man.” How
much her ambition had to do with her affections
does not fully appear. What is known is, that our
popular young lawyer soon became Mary Todd’s
ardent admirer; that his admiration ripened into
affection ; that Mary Todd reciprocated his regards;
and that on the 4th of November, 1842, they were
married. It is assuredly a singular coincidence that
a woman who had in thought imagined herself des-
tined to be the wife of a President, should have
married a man who had an abiding presentiment
that he should one day fill that high office. It is
still more remarkable that both her girlish fancy
and his youthful presentiment should have reached
a final realization. Had both foreseen the tragic
ending of their respective careers, their romantic
dreams of a lofty destiny, instead of filling their
young hearts with joyous hopes, would have given

birth to melancholy apprehensions.
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In 1846 Abraham Lincoln was triumphantly
elected to Congress over his Democratic opponent,
the eccentric Peter Cartwright. He had shown his
political sincerity by identifying himself with the
Whig party at a time when it appeared to be in a
hopeless minority. It would seem, therefore, that
his attachment to it was not that of a self-seeking
politician, but was the outgrowth of an honest faith
in its principles. He took the unpopular side, as
he did on the temperance and slavery questions,
which were both looming up into importance when
he entered into public life. When almost every
body drank and thought it right to drink, he ab-
stained from drinking, as he did also from the pro-
fanity which was general among the associates of
his early life. And, as already noted, fearless of
its influence on his popularity and prospects, he
dared to put himself on record as the determined
opponent of the institution of slavery. His career
was, from the first, that of a man candidly avowing
his high ambitions, yet determined to succeed, if at
all, by conscientious adhesion to his avowed convie-
tions. And it can scarcely be doubted that it was
because his speeches for his party were the earnest

utterances of propositions he really believed, that

they were effectual, not merely in securing him a
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seat in the Legislature for eight successive years,
but also in producing such a change in the political
opinions of his distriet that, as stated above, in 1846
it elected him to Congress. His oratorical powers
were exceptionally great; yet it was not by these
alone that he achieved success, but by ability allied
with sincerity too transparent to be seriously doubted.

Lincoln’s success in the Congress of 1847-8
was, if not brilliant, yet very decided. For a new
member he spoke frequently and always to the
point. By an elaborate speech in 1848, on the
Mexican war, ‘“he established his reputation in
Congress as an able debater.” The refined and
scholarly Robert C. Winthrop admired his superior
‘““shrewdness, sagacity, and keen practical sense.”
Alexander H. Stephens, no mean judge of men,
said: “He always attracted and riveted the atten-
tion of the House when he spoke. His manner of
speech, as well as of thought, was original. He
had no model. e was a man of strong convie-
tions, and what Carlyle would have called an ear-
nest man. He abounded in anecdote.”

While in this Congress he illustrated his hos-
tility to slavery by offering a bill to promote its
abolition in the District of Columbia. But the

pro-slavery sentiment of the House was so strong
3
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that he could not bring it to a vote. Nevertheless,
he had for his reward the consciousness of having
done his duty.

In the canvass which resulted in the election of
President Zachary Taylor, Lincoln did yeoman’s
service, not only in the West, but also in New York
and New England. After serving his term in Con-
gress, having declined to be a candidate for re-elec-
tion, he returned to Springfield and resumed the
duties of his profession. During the next ten years
he devoted himself to his law practice with unremit-
ting zeal and with enviable success. So numerous
were the calls for his services, both in the State and
United States Courts that, but for what his brethren
of the bar called his “ridiculously small” fees, he
might have become a rich man. But he was a man
of very simple and economical habits. He cul-
tivated no expensive tastes, and his hospitality,
though generous and cordial, was never extrava-
oant. Hence his charges for professional service
seemed to be more nearly proportioned to his per-
sonal needs than to the demands and pecuniary
ability of his clients. He was quite contented with
an income of from two thousand to three thousand
dollars per annum, and with property estimated by
Mr. Arnold at from ten to twenty thousand dollars.



ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 27

The vice of avarice found no resting-place in the
heart of ““honest Abe.”

Judge Drummond, speaking of Lincoln’s pro-
fessional work, said: “He was one of the most
successful lawyers we ever had in the State.” Judge
David Davis said: “In order to bring into activity
his great powers, it was necessary he should be con-
vinced of the right and justice of the case he advo-
cated. When so convinced, whether the case was
great or small, he was usually successful.”

This latter statement shows the intrinsic noble-
ness of Lincoln’s nature. Iis moral instincts were
so strong and pure that they refused even to simu-
late sympathy with wrong, or to rouse his intel-
lect to activity in defense of it. To secure the
triumph of truth and justice, not to pocket a fee or
win reputation, was the end he sought. And when
occasion called him to denounce injustice or wrong,
his words were so scathing that the object of his
denunciation sometimes fled from the court-room
“weeping with rage and mortification.”

In examining and cross-examining a witness,
Mr. Arnold says: “He had no equal. He could
compel a witness to tell the truth when he meant
to lie, and if a witness lied, he rarely escaped expo-
sure under Lincoln’s cross-examination. His legal
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arguments addressed to the judges were always
clear, vigorous, and logical, seeking to convince by
the application of principle rather than by the cita-
tion of cases. He seemed to magnetize every one.
He was so straightforward, so direct, so candid, that
every one was impressed with the idea that he was
seeking only truth and justice.”

These statements, amply justified by innumer-
able facts, show that Abraham Lincoln owed his
success to a strong, clear intellect, furnished by
much reading and clarified from mistiness and
confusion by its alliance with a moral nature of
the loftiest stature, and by sturdy, incorruptible
integrity.

Had Abraham Lincoln died prior to the year
1856 his name, though honored in Illinois, would
have had no place on the grand roll which records
the deeds of men destined to perpetual remem-
brance among the nations of the earth. But the
repeal of the Missouri Compromise in 1854, fol-
lowed, as it was, by other measures demonstrating
the purpose of the slave power to change slavery
from a local to a national institution, led to those
popular agitations in the free States which culmi-
nated in the organization of the Republican party
at Bloomington, Illinois, on the 29th of May, 1856.
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Of this convention Lincoln was the leading spirit,
and 1its platform, which was his suggestion, was
substantially adopted by the national convention of
the Republican party, which nominated John C.
Fremont in June of the same year. Two years
later the Illinois Republicans unanimously nomi-
nated Lincoln as their candidate for United States
Senator. His speech on that occasion, and his sub-
sequent addresses in his famous joint debates with
Stephen A. Douglas, the champion of the Illinois
Democrats, were of such a high order of eloquence,
and showed such a complete acquaintance with the
historical relations of slavery, that his reputation as
a man and a statesman rose higher than ever.
Douglas won the senatorship, but the popular voice
accorded the palm to Lincoln as the more suc-
cessful debater and the wiser statesman. He was,
in fact, the real victor in the conflict, inasmuch
as his speeches caused many to see in him the
“coming man,” the man best qualified and most
worthy to be trusted with the banner of the Repub-
lican party in the approaching presidential struggle.
And when, early in 1860, he spoke in the Kastern
States, especially in New York City, before a highly-
cultivated audience, his historical learning, his mas-
tery of his subject, his dignity and obvious sin-
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cerity of thought, and his sound reasoning were so
apparent and surprising, that many who had hith-
erto thought of him only as an uncouth stump
debater began to view him as a possible candidate
for the presidential nomination. ‘He awoke,” says
Mr. Arnold, “the next morning [after his speech in
New York] to find himself famous.”

The Republicans of Illinois held a convention
at Decatur in May, 1860. Lincoln was present.
The deafening cheers which greeted his entrance
into the hall demonstrated the confidence and the
purpose of his friends. After the cheers subsided
it was announced that “an old Democrat of Macon
County wished to make a contribution to the con-
vention. Immediately,” says Arnold, ¢ some farm-
ers brought into the hall two old fence rails bearing
the inscription, ¢ Abraham Lincoln, the rail candi-
date for the presidency in 1860. Two rails from
a lot of three thousand made, in 1830, by Thomas
Hanks and Abe Lincoln, whose father was the first
pioneer of Macon County.”” |

Fifteen minutes of continuous cheering fol-
lowed this unique method of presenting the name
of a candidate for the high office of President of
these United States. There remained no doubt that
Illinois Republicans were unanimous in their desire
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to intrust the destinies of the country in the hands
of a man whose integrity was unsoiled, whose ability
was above question, and who owed very little to
his circumstances, but almost every thing to him-
self. A few days later the national convention,
sitting at Chicago, elected honest Abe, the rail-
splitter, to be the Republican candidate for Presi-
dent. The North responded enthusiastically to his
nomination, and Lincoln was triumphantly elected
that Autumn. Thus the singular presentiment of
the penniless backwoods boy and the girlish pur-
pose of the belle of Lexington to be the wife of a
President, were both fulfilled !

The tenderness and marital affection of Lincoln
were characteristically shown when, on receiving the
teleeram from Chicago announcing his nomination
on the third ballot, without waiting for the con-
gratulations of his friends, he said, ‘“There is a
little woman down at our house who will like to
hear this. I’ll go down and tell her.” Assuredly
ambition did not reign so exclusively in this good
man’s heart as to leave no room in it for the free
action of unselfish and social affections!

Success, even when righteously achieved, is not
generally productive of unmixed joy. There is a
cloud near, 1f not over, the sun. In Lincoln’s case,
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black and ominous clouds gathered quickly around
the chair of power he was called to fill. Treason
strutted boldly about the streets of Washington.
Traitors filled many government offices, and with
the most unblushing rascality placed the resources of
the country where they might be used to strengthen
the approaching rebellion. And their action, if not
directly aided, was connived at by the dastardly
hand of the man who was still in the presidential
chair. Gloom spread like an impenetrable mist over
the public mind. The prospects of the President
elect were sufficiently alarming to daunt his cour-
age and chill his heart. To his honor, be it said,
he did not quail. He appreciated the danger, but
stood loyally by his prineiples, avowing his purpose
to yield nothing to the rebellious demands of the
slave power, and declaring his belief that the provi-
dence of God would be on the side of liberty. “I
see the storm coming,” he said ; I know that God’s
hand isinit. . . . A revelation could not make
it plainer to me that slavery or the government must
be destroyed. The future would be something aw-
ful, as I look at it, but for this rock on which I stand.”

That “rock” was the New Testament, a copy of
which he held in his hand. He further declared that
he thought a terrible struggle was at hand, and that
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its issue would be the overthrow of slavery. He
also “stated his belief in the duty, privilege, and
efficacy of prayer.” |

In this humble spirit, and with this lofty trust,

he proceeded to Washington at the appointed time,

eluding, by an unexpected night journey from Har-
risburg, certain conspirators who were watching 1in
Baltimore to take his life. His inauguration cere-
monies, through the precautions of General Scott,
passed off quietly, and he entered at once upon the
duties of his high office, which, owing to the great
Secession already in progress, were more difficult of
performance than at any time since the organization
of the government. |

The narrow limits of this sketch forbid even
an outline of the events of his unparalleled admin-
istration. In his inaugural address, while affirming
his unalterable purpose to execute the laws in all
parts of the country, he also declared that he would
not make war on the seceding States unless they
should compel him to do so by first taking up arms
against the government. If war must come, the
South must strike the first blow. They did this by
attacking Fort Sumter, in Charleston harbor. The
booming of the rebel guns kindled the patr