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Abstract

The main focus of this chapter is to modeling the different parts of the wind
energy conversion system (WECS) and reviewing the different approaches used in
this context. The chapter starts with the aerodynamic and the structural modeling of
the wind turbines (WTs), and a description of the steps used to derive a linear time
invariant (LTI) model. Thereafter, the chapter introduces models of the electrical
actuators in the three phases (abc) and park phases (dq) reference frames, and recalls
the assumptions considered. The chapter finishes by presenting the pulse width mod-
ulation (PWM) control strategy, the power converters and the pitch actuator models.
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1. Introduction

Wind, which is the main driving source of the wind turbines (WTs), is
characterized by speed and direction. Its origin is movements of air masses in the
atmosphere due to temperature or pressure differences. In the lower layer of the
atmosphere, the winds are delayed by frictional forces and obstacles that change the
wind speed and direction. This is the origin of the turbulence flows. Turbulence
increases with higher ground roughness and decreases with distance from the
ground, which causes the wind speed to vary over a wide range of amplitudes and
frequencies. The major characterization of the winds in the lower layer is that the
kinetic energy is distributed in the frequency domain, which is known as the
Van der Hoven spectrum [1]. According to this model, the kinetic energy is con-
centrated around two frequencies, which allows splitting the wind speed (v) in two
components: a slowly variable deterministic component (v,,), and a rapid variable
stochastic component (v;) as expressed by Eq.(1) [2]:

V =0yt (1)

In the turbulence domain; the turbulence spectrum observed by a rotating blade
element differs from that corresponding to at a fixed point, where a part of the
kinetic energy moves toward higher frequencies and will concentrate around inte-
gers of rotation frequency [3]. In the stationary domain, the wind speed changes
over the rotor disc due to wind shear and tower shadow effects. Wind shear is the

1 IntechOpen



Design Optimization of Wind Energy Conversion Systems with Applications

change in the mean wind speed with the height due to the skin friction of the earth.
Tower shadow effect is the reduction of the wind speed when the wind is felt by
blades when passing the tower [4].

For an expectation of the realistic WT behavior as response to its control inputs, it
is required to have an accurate model of the wind field that takes into consideration
all of the above mentioned characteristics. The knowledge of the mean wind speed in
a site, which represents the hour to annually changes, is necessary to predict if a wind
energy installation is economically profitable. The turbulence component has low
impacts on the annual energy produced, while it has significant impacts on the WT
dynamics and thus on the power quality produced. Generally, two wind speed pro-
files including the two components are often employed in literature, an effective
wind speed (i.e., a single point wind speed), and a fully field wind speed (i.e., multi
points wind speed over the rotor area). The effective wind speed design is based on a
mathematical model, while the fully field wind speed is derived from specialized
software tools such as TurbSim [5]. The effective wind speed is sufficient in the view
of maximum power capture point, while the full field wind profile is required to
simulate the effects of the aerodynamic conditions on the WT structures.

2. WECS modeling

WECS includes various multidisciplinary subsystems, which can be classified as
aerodynamic, structural and electrical. The aerodynamic subsystem represents the
aerodynamic model of the WT. The structural subsystems include blades, tower and
drive train models. The electrical subsystems include the generator, the back-to-
back converter and the system control models. In order to model the dynamic
behavior of the overall system, models of the different components need to be
derived and coupled consecutively.

2.1 Aerodynamic modeling

The WT aerodynamic subsystem is often modeled by using blade element
momentum (BEM) theory [6]. BEM is a quasi-steady method, i.e., the assumed local
flow conditions and the resulting aerodynamic forces depend only on the current
conditions, and would change immediately with any changes in the wind field or
blade movement [4]. Under the wind effects, the WT is subjected to surface forces
which vary over the rotor area. By applying this theory, the aerodynamic forces
acting on each element of the blades can be calculated based on the section of that
element. Drag and lift forces, as mentioned above, are the main aerodynamic forces
acting on the blades structures, where the lift and the drag are the perpendicular
and parallel forces to the incoming flow direction respectively, as illustrated in
Figure 1. The lift (F;) and the drag (Fp) forces acting on each blade section based
on the local resultant air velocity (v), and the lift (¢;) and drag (c;) coefficients are
given by Egs. (2) and (3), respectively:

Fi = 3 a(a R)pbes” 2)
1 2
Fo = calo Rejpber 3)

where a, R,, b and c are local angle of attack, Reynolds number, Blade element
length and chord respectively. The lift and drag coefficients are function of the local
angle of attack and the Reynolds number. The angle of attack is function of the free
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Figure 1.
Lift and drag forces on a blade.

stream wind speed, the rotational speed of the WT, and the local induction factor.
The induction factor is the factor by which the free stream wind speed has been
slowed down when it reaches the rotor plane. These coefficients are determined
either by using wind tunnel tests or computational fluid dynamic simulations [7].

Due to the quadratic influence of the wind speed and the dependence of the lift
and drag coefficients, the aerodynamic model of the WT is very complex and highly
nonlinear. The lift and drag forces could be used to calculate aerodynamic torque
and thrust force on the rotor, by integration from blade root to tip [7].

The aerodynamic torque and the thrust force are given by Egs. (4) and (5),
respectively.

1
To =3 prR3C, (4, pv* (4)
F= %ncht(z, p)v? (5)

where C; and C; are torque and thrust coefficients. 1 and /3 are tip speed ratio
and pitch angle respectively. C, and C; can be calculated by the BEM theory,
approximated by a mathematical model for simplicity and computational cost or
provided by the WT manufacturer in the form of a look-up table [8]. The power
coefficient is a nonlinear function of 1 and . Its value depends on the aerodynamic
parameters of the turbine as well as on the metrological characteristic of the site.
Theoretically this coefficient may take the value of 0.59, which is called the Betz
limit, but in reality it is limited between 0.4 and 0.5 [9, 10].

For a detailed modeling, often the aerodynamic model is estimated by special-
ized aero-elastic simulation tools such as AeroDyn, based on the BEM theory. The
outputs from the aerodynamic model are the aerodynamic thrust force and torque,
and the distributed forces along each blade. These forces are considered as external
forces acting on the structural components of the turbine.

2.2 Structural modeling

The structural model of the WT is a combination of flexible and rigid bodies.
It includes tower, blades, drive train, nacelle, main bearing and hub. The choice of
the modeling type depends strongly to the dynamics required to capture by the
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Figure 2.
Two mass model of the drive train.

model. Generally, when interesting to the WT structural dynamics often tower,
blades and drive train are modeled as flexible bodies whereas the others are
modeled as rigid. In contrast, when interesting to the electrical dynamics the
structural dynamics can be simplified and lumped into one rigid mass.

2.2.1 Blades

For computational cost simplicity and modal reduction, the flexible bodies
motions are assumed to be a superposition of the first eigenmodes. Usually the first
and second modes are considered in simulation. This is justified by the fact, that
high modes being difficult to detect in actual measurements and having negligible
energy content. Therefore, each blade will be modeled by two degree of freedoms
(DOFs) for flap-wise and one for edge-wise deflection.

2.2.2 Drive train

The drive train allows to convert the high torque with low speed (T}) to a low
torque with a high speed (T} ), by a set of differential equations. The dominant
inertias in the WT drive train are: the rotor and generator inertias. The drive train is
modeled in this chapter by two models: two mass and one mass. In the two mass
model, the rotor and generator inertias are separated by a spring, defined by stiff-
ness and damping coefficients, as illustrated by Figure 2. In the one mass model, the
rotor and the generator inertias are lumped into one mass.

2.2.2.1 Two mass model

In this model, the inertias of the low speed shaft (LSS), the gearbox and the high
speed shaft (HSS) are neglected compared to the inertia of the generator and the rotor.
The dominant masses in this model are connected by a flexible shaft and characterized
by an equivalent torsional stiffness (Kj;) and damping factor (D), which would be
referred either on the LSS or the HSS. The model of the drive train in this chapter is
referred to the LSS, which is described by the following differential equations:

Jyom = Taq — Tiss — Dy
]gd)g =T — ngThss - Dga)g

(6)
O, Dy

Ty = Kig <9m - _> + Dy <wm - _>
g 4
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where w,, and w, are the rotor and the generator speed, 6,, and 6, are the angular
position of the LSS and the HSS side, J, is the rotor inertia, ], is the generator inertia
referred to the LSS. 7, is the gearbox ratio, which is considered ideal and T, is the
high shaft speed torque. D,, and D, are the rotor and generator friction coefficient,
respectively. T, is the generator torque.

2.2.2.2 One mass model

As mentioned above, the turbine and generator inertias are lumped into one
inertia in the one mass model. The one mass model referred to the LSS, is described
by the following differential equation:

Jiwm =T, — Tg — Dy, (7)

where the inertia (J;) and the friction (D;) coefficient of the lumped mass are
expressed by:

]t :]V +n§]g
D, = D,, +n;D,

2.3 State space model of the WT

The aero-elastic equation of motion of a WT can be expressed as:
M(q, u, t)§ +£(q> 4 u, ug, t) = 0 (8)

where M represents the mass matrix containing inertia and mass components,
and f is the nonlinear forcing function vector that includes the stiffness and
damping effects. ¢, 4 and 4 are the enabled DOFs displacements, velocities and
accelerations.  is the control input which is the collective pitch angle, while u, is
the disturbance input. LTI (linear time invariant) model of the WT in the state
space representation can be obtained by linearization of the nonlinear model by
using aero-elastic software. Fatigue, aerodynamic, structural and turbulence soft-
ware (FAST) linearizes numerically the equation of motion (Eq. (8)) by perturbing
each variable around its respective operating point (OP) [11]. The linearization in
FAST is realized in two steps. Firstly, a steady state OP of the enabled DOFs is
calculated. Secondly, a numerical linearization about the resulting steady state OP is
performed to form periodic matrices of the linear model. The periodic model of the
WT in the state space representation, around an OP defined by the triplet (4, 7, @,)
where f3, f and @, the optimum value of pitch angle, wind speed and generator
speed respectively, is given by:

{x (Om)x (O )ttm + By (Om )t ©)

where A,, is the state matrix, B,, is the control matrix, By, is the disturbance
matrix and C,, is the output matrix. The state vector is given by: x,, = [Aq Ag]”,
where A represents the perturbation of a parameter from its optimal value. It should
be noted that the matrices of the periodic state space model depend on the rotor
azimuth position (6,,). Therefore, it is important to mention that the dynamics of

the model of Eq. (9) are expressed in a mixed reference coordinates, as denotes the
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subscript m, i.e., rotating and fixed references coordinates. In fact, the dynamics of
the blades are expressed with respect to rotating reference coordinate, while those
of the nacelle and tower are expressed with respect to a fixed reference coordinate.
To derive a LTI model from the periodic linear model, it is required to apply a
multi-blade coordinate (MBC) transformation [12]. The transformation provides a
unifying reference frame for analysis and control design, where all DOFs are
expressed with respect to the same reference coordinate. Employing this transfor-
mation, the model of Eq. (9) can be transformed to a periodic model expressed in a
fixed reference coordinate system:

{ xR = AFr(Om)xFR + Brr(Om )utpr + Barr (Om ) tarr (10)

Vi = Crr(Om)XER + Dpr(Om)urr + Darr(Om ) uarr

The subscript FR signifies that the model is expressed in the fixed reference
coordinate. The states, control inputs and outputs measurement of the model in the
rotating reference coordinate are transformed to those corresponding in the fixed
reference coordinate using the matrix transformation (T;(6,,)), i.e.,

Xm = Tc(Om)XERs Um = Te(Om)urr and y,, = Tc(6,)ypp. The disturbance input (u#4,)
is not transformed because it is already expressed in the fixed reference coordinate.

1 cos (0,,) sin (6,,)
2w 2
1 m T i m A
T.(0,) = cos (9 + 3) sin <9 + 3) (11)

4 4
1 cos <0m + ?JT) sin <9m + g)

The WT averaged periodic model over the rotor rotational period (6,,), which is
the LTI model, is expressed as:

x = Ax + Bu + Bjuy
(12)

y:Cx+Du + Dju,

3. Actuators

The actuators aim to control WECS by receiving the desired signals from the
control system and providing the real signals. They include generator, converters,
pitch and yaw. The generator actuator receives a desired electromagnetic torque
from the torque controller and provides a real electromagnetic torque to the drive
train. The converters actuator aims to produce a current in the generator that pro-
duces a real torque that matches the desired value, by means of its control system.
Generally, the electrical dynamics are much faster compared to the WT structural
dynamics. Thus, they can be represented by a small communication delay between
the torque demanded by the generator and the actual air-gap torque acting on the
mechanical system when the structural dynamics are required. Such delay can be
represented by a first order system with a small time constant. The pitch actuator
receives the desired pitch angle for each blade from the pitch control, and provides
the realistic pitch angle for the blade. The yaw mechanism rotates the nacelle
around the vertical tower axis to place the turbine directly into the wind for a
maximum power generation. Under high-speed winds, the yaw mechanism turns
the blades 90° from the direction of the wind to reduce stress on internal
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SCIG interfaced to utility grid.

components and avoid over-speed conditions. The yaw actuator requires the wind
inflow direction and nacelle direction as inputs, and provides the yaw angle.

As mentioned above, the pitch angle is used as control input in the full load
region, while the generator torque is used as control input in the partial and the full
load regions. The yaw actuator is not activated where the WT is aligned with the
wind direction, to allow a maximum power capture from the wind.

3.1 Generator modeling

The generator chosen in this manuscript is squirrel cage induction generator
(SCIG) because it is cheap, simple in construction, easy for maintenance, and easily
replaceable. SCIG consists of a set of windings on the stator and rotor. The stator
and rotor have three windings corresponding to the three phase system, which can
be coupled either in star or delta. The stator phases of the machine are connected to
the power grid through a back-to-back converter, whereas those of the rotor are
short-circuited by a conductive ring at each winding side, as illustrates Figure 3.

3.1.1 Energy generation theory

According to Ferraris theorem, a rotating magnetic field in the gap of the
machine having a sliding speed with respect to stator (Q = %) is created [13]. The

rotor turns, with respect to the stator, at the mechanical speed of (a), = fl—f), where 0
is the angle between the stator and the rotor windings. The relative speed between
the rotating field and the rotor induces a variable voltage (e;,4) in each closed loop
of the rotor conductors, where its magnitude linked to the stator flux (®;) by
Faraday’s law [5]:

6% = Cind — Rciind (13)

with #;,, is the induced current in the conductor, and R, is the resistance of the

conductor. The stator flux linkage is defined as the flux linkage of a single turn (¢)
multiplied by the number of turns (N) in the coils:

d; = N¢
3.1.2 SCIG modeling assumptions

Thereafter some assumptions related to modeling of the SCIG are giving in the
following of this manuscript [14]:

* The three phase system is symmetric and balanced with constant gap.
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e The iron saturation is discarded.
* The magnetic flux density is assumed radial to the gap.
e All kind of losses in the iron are neglected.

* Both windings of the machine are sinusoidal distributed, whose axes are displaced
by 120°, which produce a sinusoidal magnetic field distribution in the gap.

¢ The coefficients of the inductances are fixed and the coefficients of the mutual
inductances depend to the windings position.

3.1.3 abc and dqO reference frames

The quadratic-direct-zero (dq0) (see Figure 4), proposed by Park, is a reference
rotating frame, for modeling and analysis of the electrical systems [15]. It allows to
remove the dependency of certain parameters like inductances, and to simplify the
modeling process. Generally, the electrical systems are modeled in phases reference
frame. For control and analysis purposes, it is required to have the dg0 model of the
system. The passage from a reference frame to the other is performed by means of
the Park transformation matrix. By application of this transformation, the three ac
(a, b and c) quantities of the generator can be reduced to two DC (d and q)
components and a homopolar component.

Assuming that the dg frame is oriented by an angle (0) from the abc reference
frame, the Park transformation matrix to convert the abc quantities of the SCIG to
the dq0 quantities is given by:

cos(0) cos <9 — Z?ﬂ) cos (6’ + 2?”)

T(O)=3 | sin(9) sin (9 - %”) sin <9 + 2—”) (14)

3

1
2

1 1
L 2 2 J

Therefore, each quantity can be transformed from the abc to the dg0 reference
frame by the following expression:

740 = T(0)" (15)

where y%° and y* are the representation of a machine parameter in the dq0 and abc
reference frames, respectively. y may represent voltage, current or flux of the machine.

The inverse transformation of each quantity can be recovered by means of this
expression:

)(abc — T*l(e))(dqo (16)
where
cos (0) sin () 1
2 . 2
T-1(0) = cos <9 - 3> sin <9 - 3) 1 (17)

2 2
cos <9+;> sin <9+;> 1
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3.1.4 SCIG model in the abc reference frame

Applying Faraday law’s, under the above mentioned hypotheses and by using the
induction motor’ illustration, the dynamic model of an induction machine in the abc
reference frame is described by the following differential equation [14, 16, 17]:

Usabc l-?hc d (D?bc
_ @ 18
{ Ufjbc } { l'fbc + dt q);lbc ( )

The voltage, current and flux in the abc reference frame are expressed as:

ribe 0

s

0y

r

VUsa Vya lsa lra D,
abc abc -abc . -abc . abc
VI =S vg 2,00 =0 Uy 0,00 = gy gyl =4 Gy 0, DFC =< Dy, 5 and
Vse Uye I Ly D,
D,
(DﬂhL' _ @ b
o 7
D,

where ®?¢ and @ are the stator and rotor linkage fluxes in the abc reference
frame, which are given by:

¢§zbc L?Sbc Lsarhc i?bc
¢abc - Labc Labc iabc (19)
r s rr 7

By which 7#%¢, L%, y#5¢ and L%* are the resistances and inductances of the rotor

ss 2

and stator in the abc reference frame, which are expressed as:



Design Optimization of Wind Energy Conversion Systems with Applications

o, 0 0 r 0 0
V?hc =10 7 0 5 Vfbc =10 Ty 0 >
0 0 7 0 0
r L, —L,, 7 B L, —Ly, 7
L; Lm — — Lr Lm T R
+ 2 + 2
—L —L —L —L
ab m m abc m m
LSS C— _ T LH—Lm T and LW‘ S T LV—I-LWl T
—_— —_— L; Lm s N LV Lm
L 2 2 e L2 2 o

L and L, are the inductance value of stator and rotor windings in each phase,
respectively. L,, can represent the stator magnetizing inductance, the stator-rotor
mutual inductance, and the rotor magnetizing inductance all referred to the stator side.

L#¢and L are the mutual inductances between the stator and rotor phases for
the rotor and stator respectively, which are expressed as:

cos (6y) cos (97 + 2;) cos (9, — 2—5)

2 2
Lff“ =L, | cos <¢9,, - g) cos (6,) cos («97 + —ﬂ> ,

2 2
Lff” =L, | cos <(9¢ + ;) cos (6,) cos (97 - —”>

cos (97 — 2?”) cos <t97 + 2?”) cos (6,)

7, and 7, are resistance value of stator and rotor windings in each phase, respectively.
The induction machine coupling inductance matrix is defined by:

Labc Lubc
L(HV) — [ s sr ]

Lahc Labc
The rotor quantities referred to the stator are given by: v**¢ = (N,/N, v,
izhf = (NS/NV)ifbc’ ”érm = (Ns/Nr)zyfbc’ Lfrbc = (NS/NV)ZLSaVbC’ L?xbc - (NS/NV)ZL;?SIM and

L% = (N,/N,)’L%*. Where where N, and N, are the number of turns per phase in
the stator and rotor windings, respectively.

The angular displacement of the rotor, with respect to the stator, and the stator
are given by Egs. (20) and (21), respectively:

0,(t) = Jw,,(t)dt +0,(0) (20)

0,(t) = ijt)dt +6,0) (21)

10
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where 6,(0) and 6;(0) are the initial position of the rotor and stator at t = 0,
respectively. The rotor speed is linked to the mechanical speed of the generator
w, by:

W, = pay (22)

The generator speed is linked to the turbine rotational speed (w,,) by:

Wy = NgWp, (23)

3.1.5 SCIG model in dq0 reference frame

The SCIG model in the dgO0 reference frame is obtained by applying the trans-
formation matrices T'(6;) and T(0; — 6,) on the abc stator and rotor parameters,
respectively. Applying these transformations on the Eqgs. (14) and (17) we can write

U?qo = T(@S)quoi;dquil(QS) + T(6) di {Til(af)q)-flqo}
t p (24)
010 = T(6, — 0,)r} 7T 1(6, — 0,) + T(6, — 6,) {770 - o)1}

After simplifications, the stator and rotor voltages in the dq0 reference frame
are given by:

d
it = PO + O+ Qe
(25)

. d '
o1 = AHIO0 + — 10 + Q@1

where the voltage, the current and the flux in the dq0 are expressed as:

Vsd Vyd Iy Id
p10 = vy 50010 = G oy 0,810 = g 0,110 = iy o,
Us0 Uro is0 iro
Dy Dy
@40 = ¢ @, 5 and 40 = @,
Dy Dy

By which Q; and Q, are the stator and rotor speed transformation matrices,

0 w O 0 (0 —w,) 0O
which are givenby: @, = | —o, 0 0| and Q, = | —(0; — @) 0 0|,
0 0 O 0 0 0

respectively.

The stator and rotor resistances in the abc and dqO0 are equal, i.e., ri40 = rabe
and 74° = rabe,

Applying the previous transformations (Egs. (14) and (17)), we obtain:

{ T-1(6,)®%° = L4°T1(6,)i%° + LY4°T (6, — 6,)i%° (26)

T4, — 6,)®%° = L4°TY(9, — 6,)i%° + L4°T (9, — 6,)i%°

11
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After simplifications, the stator and rotor fluxes of the SCIG in the dgO0 reference
frame are given as:

o = LAV 4 L
(27)
(quo — Lf’lSququ +Li,qoifq0
Li+=L, 0 0
aq0 _
where L 0 L3 ol
0 0 L
-3 - _ -
ELm 0 0 L, + %Lm 0 0
dq0 _ 7dq0 _ é aq0 __
LVS LSV 0 2Lm 0 and LW 0 LV _|_ _Lm O
3
0 0 =L, | 0 0 L, |
L 2™
Since the rotor windings are short circuited, the abc rotor voltage components
are zero, {v?° = 0}. Moreover, as the electric system is supposed equilibrate,

the electrical parameters of the model in the dq0 reference frame are reduced only
to two components (d and q), i.e., the homopolar components equal zero

(vos = vor = igs = ior = Pos = Do,). Therefore, the dynamic model of the SCIG
machine in the dq reference frame is expressed as:

o,
VUsq = Vslsq + 7 + 0, P,y
. dq)sd
Vsd = Vslsg + ar wsq)sq
(28)
. dq)rq
Vpg = Tylyg + 7 + (Cl)s - a)r)q)rd =0
. dd
| Vrd = Triva + dtyd — (0; — ;) @y = 0

Figure 5 represents the electrical scheme of the SCIG in the dg reference frame
based on the electrical model of Eq. (28).

After simplifications, the electromagnetic flux in the dq reference frame of the
SCIG is given by the following equation:

(I)sq = Lsi:q + LMdi
Dy = Lisqg + Lmira

o 29)
D,y = Lyiyg + Lmiy

@,y = Lyiyg + Lyisa

Ly = Lls + Ly
with { Lr =Ly +Lum
3

12
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Figure 5.
Electrical scheme of the SCIG in the dq reference frame.

3.1.6 State space model of the SCIG machine in the dq0 reference frame

Combining Egs. (28) and (29), the model of the SCIG in the state space

representation can be derived, where x,, = [zsq, Lsds Irgs zyd] is the state vector,

U, = [vsq, vsd] T is the control input. The state (4) and control input (B) matrices of
the model are given by:

P@eLy ]
7 pngfn LinLy LL
- o+ GLL 7
O-L: GLSL;» =
_ +pa)gLfn S pa)ng L,L,
T SLL, oL, oL oLl
A= ,
Ly, pngm 7, po
- g
oLL, oL, oL, ®s— o
PpweLiy
- L S
r oLL, o (-
L oL, |
S -
0
oL
1
0
B = oLy
Ly,
“onL, Y
0 — L
L oLsL, |

wheres =1 — LJZVI/LSL,,.
3.1.7 Active power and electrical torque in the dq0 reference frame
The electromagnetic torque T, developed by the machine depends to the instan-

taneous current circulated in each of the six windings and the angle between the
stator and rotor windings 6. Its expression in the abc reference frame is given as [17]:

13
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v l'fhc T i;/zbc
Tg - E iabc [L(Q)] iabc (30)

Its model in the dq0 reference frame is given by [14]:

3 , .

Tg = 510 (q)rdqu - q)rqlrd) (31)
The active power (P;) yield by the SCIG is given as the product of the electro-

magnetic torque (T,) and the generator speed (w,):

P, = Ty, (32)

Its expression in the dq0 reference frame, function of voltages and currents
stator, is given by:

by = g (vsdisd + Vsqisq) (33)

3.2 Converters modeling

The back to back converter interfaces the WT and the utility grid. It consists of a
machine side converter (MSC), which acts as rectifier, and GSC, which acts as
inverter, connected by a DC link as illustrated in Figure 6. The DC link allows an
optimum injection of the generated energy to the grid, and a frequency decoupling
between the machine and the grid. The structure of the converters is bi-directional
power flow, i.e., the direction of the power flow can be reversed at any time. The
converter outlined in this chapter is a voltage source converter (VSC), which is a
switching IGBT-diode device. Its switching model describes the steady state and the
dynamic behavior, including slow transients and high frequency components of
voltages and currents. The high frequency of the components are not desirable for
control and analysis purposes, thus it is common to use the average value of the
variables rather than the instantaneous value. Therefore, only the fundamental ac
dynamics which are considered for control design and analysis [5].

The main objective associated to the rectifier is to control the WT variable speed
operation, i.e., to implement the MPPT (maximum power point tracking) strategy,
whereas that associated to the inverter is to manage the power flow exchanged

r L
A—I M £y
i
T =
v -
Ly
SCIG |, 4 "z
54 B, . B iV
SC
Figure 6.
MSC electrical scheme.
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between the machine and the utility grid. As the modeling process of these converters
are the same, we will here only to MSC. Figure 6 illustrates the connecting scheme of
the MSC to the DC link. As can be shown, each phase of the converter is composed of a
set of two IGBT-diode devices connected to the DC circuit. It has been proven that the
efficiency of the converter is around 94-98%, thus it is common practice to represent
the back to back converters as ideal switches. Therefore, each set of the IGBT-diode of
the phase will be represented by a single switch, where its switches states are comple-
mentary. Moreover, for analysis purpose, it is assumed that there is a common point in
the DC link that splits the voltage V,;, into two voltages of amplitudes V. /2 [17].

3.2.1 MSC modeling assumptions
Thereafter are recalled some assumptions related to the converter modeling [14]:
¢ The switching of the components is instantaneous.
* The voltage drops at their terminals are negligible.
* The dead times are neglected.
* The load is three-phase balanced and coupled in star with isolated neutral point.

e It is assumed that the IGBTs switch at a frequency at least 10 times of the
fundamental frequency of the ac grid, thus the action of this commutation can
be represented by the average of the duty cycle [5]. Therefore, the currents and
voltages of the VSC are expressed as function of the duty cycle of the IGBT.

3.2.2 MSC model in abc reference frame

Applying Kirchhoff’s law to circuit given in Figure 6, the compound voltages
between the three phases at the right side, are:

UAB = UA0 — UBO
Uc = Uo — UCo (34)

Uca = uUco —uao

At the load side, the compound voltages are function of the simple voltages, i.e.,
the voltages between the phases A, B and C and the point O, are expressed as:

UAB = VA — UB
Upc = v — V¢ (35)

Uca =0c —va
The voltages equations of the VSC can be expressed also as [17]:

Uap —uUcap = 2UA — (UB + Uc)
Upc — Uag = 20 — (Uc + UA) (36)

uca —upc = 2v0c — (va +va)

Moreover, as the voltages v4, v, vc form an equilibrium three phase system, the
expression of Eq. (36) can be reduced to [5]:
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uap —uca = 3va
uUpc — uap = 30 (37)
uca — upc = 3vc

Thus, the simple voltages function of the voltages between the phases and the
effective point O, are expressed by:

1
va=3 (4aB — uca)
1
vp = g(uBc — Uap) (38)
1
ve == (4ca — upc)
3
VA 1 2 -1 -1 Upso
UB = g -1 2 -1 Upo (39)
ve ~1 -1 2| |uco

As mentioned above, each phase is formed by two complementary ideal
switches, i.e., if we associate to each phase a binary value of command S; (i = A, B, C)
we have:

Si = +1, the upper switch is on and the lower switch is off;
Si = —1, the upper switch is off and the lower switch is on.

Therefore, the voltages between the phases and the effective point O, function
of the switch functions and the DC link voltage are derived

%) v Sa
ugo | = zd | Sp (40)
uco Sc

Combining Egs. (39) and (40), the simple phase voltages, function of the
switching functions and the DC link voltage, are obtained:

v 2 -1 -1 S

A 1 Vdc A
| =3 -1 2 1S (41)
[ Zei -1 -1 2 SC

Finally, the simple voltages of the three phases at the output of the converter are
given function of the switch functions. The switching functions are the commands
of the converter, where their states will be provided from PWM control strategy.

Moreover, applying Kirchhoff’s law at the load side, the average model of the
VSC, in the abc reference frame is given by:

dig ‘
Ls% + 74 = Vsa — VA
di .
L =2+ rip = vgp —v5- (42)
dt
i
L % +7rdc =vsc — V¢

where vg4, vsg and vgc are the induced voltages in the stator phases of the generator.
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3.2.3 MSC model in the dqO reference frame

Expressing the voltages and currents of the VSC in the dg reference frame allows
controlling independently the electromagnetic torque and rotor flux.

The model of the MSC in the dq0 reference frame can be obtained by application
of the transformation matrix of Eq. (14) on Eq. (42) [8]:

di . \%
Ls d_std + V5lyg = Vg — Sd 2dc
5 v (43)
L5 .
Lsd—tq + 75y = vy — Sy %

where S; and S, are the d and g switch functions, respectively.

This model will be used to control the SCIG machine by controlling the VSC
based on PWM control strategy. Selective harmonic elimination, sinusoidal pulse
width modulation (SPWM) and space vector modulation are the commonly found
PWM strategies in literature. SPWM is the most used due to its simplicity and
effectiveness [5].

3.2.4 SPWM control strategy

SPWM is a multi-pulses-based modulation method that varies the pulse width of
the converter output voltage in a sinusoidal manner, following a target reference
voltage by comparing a low frequency reference signal (f,,) with a high frequency

carrier signal (f p) ,wheref <f » [5]. The frequency of the reference signal

should equal the frequency of the output voltage. For each phase leg, there are two
complementary standing signals, one for the lower switch and the other for the
upper switch. In fact, when the reference signal exceeds the carrier signal, the upper
switch is turned on and the lower switch is off. Otherwise if the reference signal is
less that the carrier signal, the lower switch is turned on and the upper switch is
turned off.

For a three phase VSC, the three phase reference signals v;,4, 5, and v,,c and a
high frequency carrier (v,) are used

A 2
VU = V,, Sin (27gfmt - ?) (44)

t
Vp<—1+4— relo, 2
T, 2
= if
v, (3-4t re|z o
P T, 2’

where V,, and Vp are the voltages amplitude, and T), is the period of the carrier.
The states of the IGBT (S;) (j = 1,2,3) are derived as follow:

+1 Vi — 0y >0
1 Umi_vp<0
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3 Pitch rate limit Pitch limit 3
1 o I/ .
B LS /|

Figure 7.
Pitch actuator scheme.

where the states of the lower switches will be complementary with those of the
upper switches. Thus the simple voltages (v;) at the terminal of the converter are:

Vdc
T [§=+1
v; = if
_ Vdc S] =-1
2

Therefore, the voltages at the output of the converter are a set of rectangular
slots, whose width varies as function of the control law of the IGBT, the duration of
switch and the time of functioning. Two parameters characterize this control strat-
egy: the modulation index, which is the ratio of f,, and f ,; and the tuning coeffi-

cient, which is the ratio of V,, and V,,. For a proper control, these coefficients must
be tuned carefully. Various works are interested to WTs control either for maxi-
mum capture, power flow exchange as well as power regulation and structural loads
minimization. Readers can refer to [18-23].

3.3 Pitch actuator

The pitch actuator system aims to drive the blades to the desired positions
received from the pitch control. Due to the large inertia of the blades, there is a
significant delay between a blade pitch command and the blade actually arriving in
the desired position. The actuator dynamics are largely dominated by the blades and
the motor inertias, and the capabilities of the pitch system; while the torque caused
by the aerodynamic loading of the blades has only small impacts. Often the pitch
actuator model is linear first order system with low pass filter, additional rate

limiter acting on the demanded pitch angle (ﬂref) and angle limiter to set the

maximum and the minimum pitch angles. The pitch system can be either hydraulic,
electromechanical, or a hybrid of the both. Eq. (45) represents the model of the
actuator, where 7; is the time constant of the model.

p 1

— = 4
/))Vef T/j.5+1 ( 5)

Figure 7 illustrates the pitch actuator scheme based on the mathematical model
of Eq. (45).
4. Conclusions

This chapter presented the different models of the WECS such as wind turbines

aerodynamics and structural dynamics, generator and converter actuators. The
chapter has outlined the hypotheses and the approaches used in control and
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modeling such as state space representation, and the abc and the dg reference

frames. The chapter finished by presentation of the SPWM control strategy and the
pitch angle actuator.
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Nomenclature

abc three phases system

dq park phases

0, position angle between the abc and the dg reference frames

0, position angle between the rotor and the stator windings in the abc
reference frame

Ay, by, Cr rotor windings axes in the abc reference frame

s, by, ¢ stator windings axes in the abc reference frame

P; electrical power

T, electromagnetic torque

on generator speed

i stator current

P, electrical energy injected to grid

Ly filter inductance

R, filter resistances

iy grid current

Ve DC link voltage

MSC machine side converter

GSC grid side converter

VSC voltage source converter
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